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Within the walls of the Yotei Furusato Museum,

opened in May 1989, there is a great collection of

history pertaining to Mt. Yotei, Makkari Village
and the people of Makkari.

Within this museum, you will take a step back into
the history of Makkari Village and learn about the
founding of the village as well as the struggles,
wisdom, and culture of the village founders. You
can also see the precious tools that were used at
the time in the many exhibits we have prepared.
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Access:

By car:

From Sapporo: Take Highway 230 (through Nakayama Pass). It
usually takes about 1 ¥2 hours to 2 hours. ——
From Chitose: Take Route 16 and Highway 276 (through Bifue
Pass) It usually takes about 1 ¥~ hours .

By public transportation:

From JR Kutchan: Take a Donan bus bound for Rusutsu. Get off at
the “Yotei Nature Park Entrance ZEFFERAEALL” bus stop.
From Sapporo: Take a Donan bus bound for Lake Toya and
transfer at Rusutsu to a Donan bus bound for Kutchan. Get off at
the “Yotei Nature Park Entrance [ZEFFERAEALL” bus stop.
From the “Yotei Nature Park Entrance [FHBEAZAEAMLI” bus stop
it is about a 10-minute walk to the museum.
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Composer Yashima Hideaki’ s Cherished Piano

This German piano was made from cherry wood using traditional German techniques. After creating several
compositions, such as Azami no Uta, Marimo no Uta and Sakuragai no Uta, Mr. Yashima acquired this piano in 1946
and cherished it throughout his life.
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3.2 Meter Diameter (10’ 6” ) Bladed Water Wheel

This water wheel was made in 1907 and used in the production of starch, a staple industry in Makkari at that time.
Using power from the rivers and waterways of Makkari many starch production factories were built, and farming
based on a foundation of potatoes for starch production flourished. Moreover, until the creation of an
agricultural association in 1966, there were over 100 starch production factories within the village.
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Plow Praised by the Showa Emperor

Tanioka Farm Equipment Production Factory’ s Tanioka Toshio worked hard on improving plows and found that by
adding carbon to steel he was able to complete the creation of the durable Tanioka Plow. The Showa Emperor came to
Hokkaido to examine plows made throughout Japan and when he saw the Tanioka Plow he said, “Your plow is the most
spectacular.” And above all else plowing the fields became much easier and made the farmers happy.
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3-D Model of Mt. Yotei

This 3-D model shows the 4 towns and villages that surround Mt. Yotei along with the climbing trails and locations
of huts along the mountain. The Makkari course has the least incline and is said to be the easiest trail to take
when climbing Mt. Yotei.
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Bird’ s Eye View of the Makkari Village Area

This bird’ s eye view imagining of the Makkari Village area bears the name “Kaributo,” the original name of
Niseko. The decision to rename the town was made in 1964 meaning that this picture was created in 1963 or earlier.
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Local Fauna/Animals

There are many taxidermized animals on exhibitions, such as: a brown bear, a Hokkaido deer, an Ezo red fox,
Hokkaido raccoon dog, Hokkaido chipmunk and pheasant.
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